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2008 was a good year for pro bono work in New York 
City! In the just-completed Volunteers of Legal Service 
survey of law firms taking the VOLS Pro Bono Pledge,  
42 law firms reported performing a total of 1,117,907 
pro bono hours during 2008, an increase of 172,811 
hours, or 18 percent, compared to the 945,096 hours 
provided by 43 firms in 2007. In the nineteen years that 
the VOLS survey has been conducted, this is the first 
time pro bono hours have exceeded one million. Lawyers 
at these firms averaged 80 hours of pro bono work in 
2008, compared with 70 hours in 2007, representing a 
15 percent increase.

Forty-one of the 42 firms reported exceeding the 
VOLS annual goal of providing at least an average of 30 
hours of qualifying pro bono work per attorney. The 
VOLS definition of qualifying pro bono work, with some 
exceptions, is limited to providing free civil legal services 
to poor people, or to organizations serving poor people. 
These legal services, for the most part, are provided by 
lawyers through participation in the projects of public 
interest and legal services organizations, including VOLS 
projects. 

Twenty-six of the 39 firms meeting the VOLS goal 
in both 2008 and 2007 reported increases of more than 
five percent in pro bono hours in 2008. Of these, 17 
firms had increases of over 20 percent. Pro bono hours 
declined more than five percent at five firms. Eight firms 
experienced increases or decreases of up to five percent.

At six of the 41 firms meeting the VOLS goal in 2008, 
lawyers averaged 30-49 hours of pro bono work; at 10 
firms, 50-69 hours; at nine firms, 70-89 hours; and at 16 
firms, pro bono hours averaged 90 to 184 hours. 

The 41 law firms exceeding the VOLS Pro Bono 
Pledge in 2008 are:

RESULTS OF VOLS 2008 SURVEY: MAJOR INCREASE IN PRO BONO HOURS

Arnold & Porter
Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft
Cahill Gordon & Reindel
Chadbourne & Parke
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton
Clifford Chance US
Covington & Burling
Cravath, Swaine & Moore
Davis Polk & Wardwell
Debevoise & Plimpton
Dewey & LeBoeuf
DLA Piper Rudnick Gray Cary US
Dorsey & Whitney
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson
Goodwin Procter
Hughes Hubbard & Reed
Hunton & Williams
Katten Muchin Rosenman
Kaye Scholer
Kelley Drye & Warren
Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel
Latham & Watkins
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips
Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy
Morrison & Foerster
Nixon Peabody
O’Melveny & Myers
Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman
Proskauer Rose

At the conclusion of their deliberations, the jurors 
returned a verdict of “not guilty” on murder charges 
against Ms. Wolf, citing reasonable doubt as to her inten-
tions. (She had testified that she was a vegetarian with 
no liking whatever for roast pork, and that she had ex-
perienced a sneezing fit—hence the collapse of Strawly 
Pig’s house with fatal consequences for him.)

Pizza, cookies and a discussion of life changes fol-
lowed: The fifth graders are departing from P.S. 146 for a 
new school in September, and the summer associates are 
pondering their futures. José, who assisted the prosecu-
tor, and had raised objections to some of the defense 
counsel’s inflammatory tactics—his objections being 
sustained by Judge Colyer—expressed to classmates and 
summer associates his strong desire to become a lawyer. 

Schulte Roth & Zabel 
Shearman & Sterling
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom
Stroock & Stroock & Lavan
Sullivan & Cromwell
Weil, Gotshal & Manges
White & Case
Willkie Farr & Gallagher
Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr

This fall, VOLS will launch a new project to provide pro 
bono legal services to claimants who have been denied 
unemployment insurance benefits. Lawyers participat-
ing in the project will represent clients at hearings before 
administrative law judges and, when appropriate, will 
undertake appeals of adverse rulings to the Unemploy-
ment Insurance Appeal Board.

The clients to be served by this project are in financial 
need, having recently lost their jobs. Some are without 
funds to meet the most basic expenses, like paying rent. 
At a time of widespread economic distress, here is an 
opportunity for lawyers to relieve some of the anguish 
and suffering being experienced by many of our fellow 
New Yorkers.

Both litigators and transactional lawyers are invited 
to participate in the project. VOLS will screen cases and 
provide training and experienced mentors to work with 
the volunteer lawyers. Ninety percent of claimants are 

Summer associates at Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & 
Jacobson participated with fifth grade students from 
Public School 146 in East Harlem in a mock trial held 
at the firm’s office. Fried, Frank is matched by VOLS 
with P.S. 146 in our School-based Children’s Project. 
Lawyers at the firm represent families with children at 
the school on housing, immigration and public benefits 
issues. As a result of their match, the school and firm 
have developed close relations.

The trial was based on the story of “The Three Little 
Pigs.” The two surviving pig brothers testified, along 
with a paramedic who had sought unsuccessfully to re-
vive their brother, Strawly Pig. The defendant, Ms. Wolf, 
known in most circles as the “big, bad wolf,” was the 
star witness. Fifth graders served as jurors, bailiffs and as 
co-counsel to the prosecuting and defense attorneys. 

The summer associates, who kept a watchful eye on 
their BlackBerries before and after trips to the witness 
stand, wore animal masks to match their characters.  
The trial was full of the complexities that one finds on 
a television crime show: Murder (alleged), eating disor-
ders, and a jilted lover. 

The jurors received instructions from “Judge”  
Jennifer Colyer, special counsel in the litigation 
department and resident pro bono counsel in the New 
York office of Fried, Frank. Judge Colyer instructed the 
jurors that the fate of the accused was in their hands. As 
at a real trial, some jurors found the performance of  
their civic duty at times “kinda boring—we only got to 
listen,” but when the time came to deliberate, the stu-
dents snapped to attention.

LAWYERS AND FIFTH GRADERS  
CONDUCT MOCK TRIAL

justice oliver wendell holmes to a  
gathering of union army veterans on their 
service together in the civil war:

and best of all it made us believe in 
something besides doing the best for  
ourselves and getting all the loaves  
and the fishes we could.

VOLS TO LAUNCH UNEMPLOYMENT 
INSURANCE PROJECT



VOLS Elderly Project.
• For the first five months of this year, the VOLS Elderly 
Project provided legal services on 684 cases. 181 of these 
cases were referred to volunteer lawyers. Many of the 
clients served by the project are homebound elderly. 
• Summer law associates from Davis Polk, Debevoise, 
Dewey & LeBoeuf, and Proskauer Rose are accom-
panying lawyers from their firms on legal visits with 
mothers at three correctional facilities—Rikers Island, 
Taconic and Bayview—served by the VOLS Incarcerated 
Mothers Law Project. In the project, incarcerated moth-
ers are provided legal counseling on child custody and 
visiting issues.
• In the newest law firm matches in the VOLS  
Microenterprise Project, Chadbourne & Parke has 
been matched by VOLS with the Bronx office of NYC 
Business Solutions and DLA Piper Rudnick Gray Cary 
US has been matched with the Queens office of New 
York City Business Services. The project provides pro 
bono legal assistance to low-income microentrepreneurs 
on business law matters. Law firms are matched by VOLS 
with economic development agencies located through-
out the city’s five boroughs.
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i find there is no worthy pursuit but the 
idea of doing some good for the world.

—John Keats

PROJECT NOTES

 • Baker & McKenzie becomes the sixth law firm to  
be matched by VOLS with a school—the Dream 
Charter School at 232 East 103rd Street—in the VOLS 
School-based Children’s Project. In this project, pro 
bono lawyers address civil legal problems facing fami-
lies—such as housing and immigration—that threaten 
to disrupt the education of their children. We welcome 
Baker & McKenzie to the project!
• VOLS assistant director, Sara Effron, participated 
in panels at the National Medical-Legal Partnership 
Summit in Cleveland and at a meeting of the New York 
State Coalition of Medical-Legal Partnerships in Syra-
cuse where she discussed the VOLS Hospital-based 
Children’s Project. In this project, pro bono lawyers 
represent families of pediatric patients on legal issues 
that impact on their children’s health, an example being 
working with landlords to remedy asthma-triggering 
conditions in apartments, such as falling plaster and ro-
dent infestation. VOLS has matched six law firms with 
seven major hospitals in the city.
• At a recent ceremony, Oscar Straus was the recipi-
ent of the New York City Bar Association Legal Services 
Award presented to “attorneys who have, for an extend-
ed period during their career, devoted themselves full 
time to the direct provision of free legal services to indi-
gent persowns.” Oscar was honored for his outstanding 
legal work on behalf of poor elderly New Yorkers in the 

VOLS CELEBRATES 25TH 
ANNIVERSARY
Twenty-five years ago, on Law Day, May 1, 1984, Louis 
A. Craco, President of the Association of the Bar of the 
City of New York, announced the formation of Volun-
teers of Legal Service. Following dramatic cutbacks in the 
1980s in federal funding for legal services for the poor, a 
major initiative by the city’s legal community to increase 
pro bono civil legal services to New York City’s poor was 
deemed imperative.

Cyrus R. Vance, the founding chairman of VOLS, 
enlisted law firms to make pro bono commitments. 
Firms were asked to commit themselves to meeting, or 
exceeding, the VOLS annual goal of providing at least an 
average of 30 hours of pro bono work per attorney. 

Our 25th anniversary will be celebrated at a reception 
to be held this fall on a date to be announced shortly.

unrepresented at their hearings. Having a lawyer can 
make an immense difference in terms of obtaining a 
successful outcome. 

Robyn Weinstein will serve as director of this proj-
ect. She will start in September. Robyn graduated from 
Cardozo Law School this past June, where she served 
as president of the Cardozo chapter of the Unemploy-
ment Action Center (UAC) and Regional Co-Chair of 
the eight UAC chapter law schools in the metropolitan 
area. Her responsibilities in these positions included 
coordinating training sessions for law students on un-
employment issues; providing students with mentoring 
assistance, and representing claimants at hearings. 

The recruitment of law firms and lawyers for the 
VOLS Unemployment Insurance Project will get un-
derway over the summer and continue into the fall. We 
will shortly be contacting firms concerning participa-
tion in the project.  

William J. Dean, Executive Director; Sara Effron, Assistant Director; Oscar S. 
Straus III, Director, Elderly Project; Elizabeta Markuci, Director, Immigration 
Project; Robyn Weinstein, Director, Unemployment Insurance Project; Ellen 
Rosenberg, Consultant on Family Law; Patricia A. Bright, Administrative  
Assistant; and Nelson Gutiérrez, Paralegal, Elderly Project.

Funding for VOLS is provided by:
Cameron Clark Memorial Fund, Collegiate Church Corporation, Consolidated 
Edison Company of New York, Diamondston Foundation Inc, FJC—A Founda-
tion of Philanthropic Funds, The Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation, Glenn N. 
Howatt Foundation, Interest on Lawyer Account Fund of the State of New 
York, Charles Lawrence Keith & Clara Miller Foundation, The Dorothea L. 
Leonhardt Foundation, JP Morgan Chase Foundation, The New York Bar  
Foundation, New York State, Robin Hood, Martha Stewart Living Omnimedia 
Foundation, Isaac H. Tuttle Fund, Verizon, participating law firms, and the 
members of the VOLS Board of Directors.

Board of Directors
John S. Kiernan, Chairman; John M. Aerni, President; James H.R. Windels,  
Vice-President; Lois F. Herzeca, Secretary-Treasurer; Karen Artz Ash, Michael 
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We wish to express our appreciation to Counsel Press for printing Pro Bono Forum.
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VOLS BOARD MEMBERS

VOLS welcomes these new Board members: Robert 
E. Crotty, a partner at Kelley Drye & Warren and 
chair of the firm’s pro bono committee; Judith S. 
Kaye, of Counsel at Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher 
& Flom, and former Chief Judge of the Court of 
Appeals; and Jeffrey S. Trachtman, a partner at 
Kramer, Levin, Naftalis & Frankel and chair of the 
firm’s pro bono committee.

We extend best wishes to two founding Board 
members who are leaving after a quarter century of 
service: Deborah M. Greenberg and Thomas H. 
Moreland.	

We deeply mourn the loss of Brooks R.  
Burdette who died far too young. Brooks’s com-
mitment to providing legal services to the poor 
came from the heart.

J. Chepiga, Lisa E. Cleary, Michael A. Cooper, Louis A. Craco, Robert E. Crotty,  
Stephen R. DiPrima, Melinda Dutton, Robert J. Egan, LizabethAnn R. Eisen, 
Caroline M. Gentile, Karen L. Hagberg, Vilia B. Hayes, Marcia Horowitz,  
Patricia M. Hynes, Judith S. Kaye, Lee A. Kuntz, Richard A. Martin, Cyrus D. 
Mehta, Francesca L. Odell, Norman Redlich, Steven Alan Reiss, Alan  
Rothstein, Robert C. Sheehan, Dietrich L. Snell, M.D. Taracido, Jeffrey S.  
Trachtman, Mark A. Underberg, and Peter K. Vigeland.


